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Mesa, Arizona — A temporary labor firm in the Phoenix area advertises that it can provide cheap, legal temporary workers. 
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Taking A Stand 

For What Makes Us Human 


America is in the grip of a deepen¬ 
ing general crisis. After years of seeing 
homeless families living in the alleys 
of our cities, uninsured people dying 
at the doorsteps of hospitals and police 
beatings and murders uniformly sanc¬ 
tioned by the courts, the people have 
become callous. We must draw a line 
that says at this point we lose the thing 
that makes us human. Here we must 
take our stand. That point was reached 
when hospitals, the historic sanctuary 
of mercy, became cold-blooded instru¬ 
ments of unjust law. We are referring 
to the admissions by hospitals that they 
have deported undocumented workers 
who have come to them for medical aid. 

Crisis is a moment of instability 
when the future is determined. This in¬ 
stability has spread slowly from the eco¬ 
nomic to the political arena and then to 
the cultural life of the country. It is now 
gaining a stranglehold on our morality. 

The beginnings of the economic 
crisis were expressed as a growing gap 
between the gigantic productive power 
of robots and globalization and the 
deepening poverty of the peoples of the 
earth. This in turn illuminated the be¬ 
ginnings of a political crisis. Politics is 
the expression, the handmaiden, of the 
economy. Its task is to clear the way for 
the expansion of the economy. Clearing 
the way called for a new imperialism 
that would finish the destruction of in¬ 
digenous peoples, place the ecology on 
the global market, throw each worker 
into competition with every worker — 
creating their collective poverty. Un¬ 
dreamed of profit for the few shrank 
the purchasing power of the many un¬ 
til only the state-sponsored arms in¬ 
dustry guaranteed profit. It secures its 
market place by staggering toward an 
Armageddon of nuclear world war. 

Such callous destruction of the hu- 
man-ness of humanity could only be ac¬ 
complished by persuading the wretched 


of the earth to stand as the Roman gladi¬ 
ator, shouting, “Hail Caesar! We who 
are about to die salute you!” Persuading 
the poor to fight one another in the inter¬ 
est of their common enemy demanded 
a cultural offensive. This offensive was 
more than the daily glorification of war. 


It was the subtle teaching that the lives 
of the peoples of the earth are worthless 
compared to that of an American. This 
offensive has made the class of eco¬ 
nomic royalists acceptable. It has sanc¬ 
tioned the domination of politics by in¬ 
terlocking dynasties. It has sanctioined 
a freedom of expression if you have a 
billion dollars, or freedom to run for 
office if the corporate giants approve. 
This has produced a cultural crisis. How 
long can the slaughter of the innocent 
by napalm, cluster bombs and bayonet 
be glorified without creating its oppo¬ 
sition? Throughout history, a cultural 
crisis has become a crisis of morality, 


since culture inevitably poses the ques¬ 
tion: What is right and what is wrong? 

Today, that crisis can no longer be 
ignored. 

People have tended to overlook the 
terrible realities of American slavery, 
genocide, imperialism and annexationist 


wars because the slave owners signed a 
statement that they believed in freedom 
and equality while all other rulers be¬ 
lieved in the slavery they practiced. This 
tiny moral high ground placed us apart 
from the nations of the earth. We are in 
danger of losing the ground. When a na¬ 
tion knowingly does the wrong thing and 
then attempts to morally justify it — that 
nation is doomed. We are at the verge 
of the “final conflict.” The first skir¬ 
mish is to secure the moral high ground 
that comes with doing what is right. 


The People’s Tribune is devoted to the 
proposition that an economic system that 
can’t or won’t feed, clothe and house its 
people ought to be and will be changed. 
To that end, this paper is a tribune of the 
people. It is the voice of millions struggling 
for survival. It strives to educate politically 
those millions on the basis of their own 
experience. It is a tribune to bring them to¬ 
gether, to create a vision of a better world, 
and a strategy to achieve it. 

We find ourselves at a historic moment as 
labor-replacing technology leads us on a 
path toward the decisive reconstruction of 
society. Who will win — the capitalists or 
the growing mass of poor — will depend 
on winning the hearts and minds of the 
people to create a society whose fruits 
benefit all. 

We offer our pages as a vehicle for the 
new ideas rooted in our reality, and to be 
the voice of those who seek to raise the 
consciousness of society. Let us gather 
our collective experience, intelligence and 
commitment to bring forth a vision that 
changes America into a society “by the 
people, of the people, for the people.” 
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Why Revolutionaries Need A Press 

From the Editors 

We are sometimes asked “Why do revolutionaries need a press?” The answer has to do with this moment in 
history. People are struggling just to get the basic necessities of life. Historical forces beyond anyone’s control 
have set the stage for a new society to be built, but from this point on, how things turn out depends on what 
people think. This means that those of us who are seeking fundamental change are engaged in a battle of ideas, 
a struggle to win the hearts and minds of the people. If we don’t raise the consciousness of the people and unite 
them around a vision of a better world and a strategy to achieve it, then we’ll fail in our effort to build a just and 
free society. To win the battle of ideas, we need a press. 

Visit us on the web at www.peoplestribune.org 


Global niih to energy crops threaten* to bring 
food shortages add increase poverty. 
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THEN AND NOW...WHY THE AMERICAN DREAM 
HAS BECOME A NIGHTMARE 


In 1953, General Motors chief execu¬ 
tive Charles E. “Engine Charlie” Wilson 
famously declared, “...what was good 
for the country was good for General 
Motors and vice versa...” That quote 
was immediately adapted and marketed 
by corporate media to become the popu¬ 
larly spoken slogan, “What’s good for 
General Motors is good for America.” 
And why not, they argued. GM at the 
time was the biggest and most profitable 
company in the world, directly employ¬ 
ing 600,000 workers. It dominated the 
automobile manufacturing industry. 

Industrial workers in America dur¬ 
ing that period enjoyed some of the 
side benefits that came from a three 
decade long, unprecedented, capitalist 
economic expansion that occurred fol¬ 
lowing World War II. That economic 
expansion was made possible by the 



The 

People’s 
Tribune 
Needs Your 
Donations! 


The People’s Tribune needs 
your help to go on being a voice 
of the people. We need to raise an 
additional $1000 each month to 
continue publishing in our current 
form. For 40 years, the People’s 
Tribune has brought our readers 
the stories of those who are strug¬ 
gling to move forward in a world 
where corporate power is threat¬ 
ening to crush them. Along with 
those stories, we try to offer some 
strategic perspective to help put 
the struggle in context and point 
the way toward victory. The Peo¬ 
ple’s Tribune gets no grants and 
has an all-volunteer staff. We rely 
completely on subscriptions and 
donations from our readers. We do 
this so that we can continue speak¬ 
ing the truth. 

Please donate whatever you 
can. See the subscription/donation 
form on the right. You can also do¬ 
nate using Pay Pal on our web site, 
www.people stribune. org. 

People’s Tribune 
Editorial Board 


leading role played by American capi¬ 
tal in the rebuilding of war-torn Western 
Europe and Japan, resulting in untold 
profits made by U.S. banks and industry. 

Autoworkers, like their counter¬ 
parts who worked in the steel, oil, rub¬ 
ber and electrical industries, as well as 
workers generally, argued for and got a 
share of the lucrative booty that Ameri¬ 
can capital was extracting from the rest 
of the world. All these workers had to 
do was agree to politically support the 
corporate-led, U.S. foreign policy of 
the time and constant raises in their 
standard of living would be assured. 

Working class identity and termi¬ 
nology were routinely replaced with 
“middle class” identity and terminolo¬ 
gy, proclaiming the “American Dream” 
for generations to come as the popular 
catchphrase of that heady, seemingly 
endless period of economic prosperity. 

That was then and now is now! Over 
the last 30 years global corporations 
and our government have carefully and 
aggressively implemented a constantly 
accelerated, permanent replacement 
(“displacement”) of the American work¬ 
er with electronic production, mainly 
through the rapidly increasing use of 
robotics and computers in production, 
supplemented by off-shoring other pro¬ 
duction to lower wage areas of the globe. 

The ties that once bound American 
workers to their employers and the cap¬ 
italist system of production in the past 
are now in the process of being broken 
forever. A new and rapidly growing 
economic class of dispossessed is being 
created from amongst the ranks of those 
workers who in the past loyally em¬ 
braced a system that provided them with 
a reasonably stable economic existence. 

A vivid example of this general pro¬ 
cess is certainly clear when examining 
the General Motors Corporation of to¬ 
day. Its combined hourly workforce in 
the U. S. and Canada now hovers around 
50,000 workers and it announced last 


month that it will cut its North Ameri¬ 
can salaried workforce by 15 percent 
by November 1 of this year, while it re¬ 
cently eliminated paid health care cov¬ 
erage for its non-union, salaried retirees. 

The United Auto Workers Union 
negotiated a new contract late last year 
with General Motors that for the first 
time in history paid wages and benefits 
to new hires at less than half of what 
was then paid to existing workers. This 
was followed by its announcement last 
month of a record breaking $15.5 bil¬ 
lion loss for the preceding quarter. Add 
to this that GM’s stock price has sunk 
89% since the beginning of this de¬ 
cade and it’s not difficult to conclude 
that things are not likely to get better. 

This kind of scenario is not just play¬ 
ing itself out at General Motors. It’s hap¬ 
pening at Ford, Chrysler and a majority 
of corporations and companies, both 


large and small, across the country. For¬ 
merly stable working class families are 
being thrown onto the economic scrap 
heap by an economic system that is in¬ 
creasingly replacing them with more ef¬ 
ficient, labor-less, electronic production. 

This developing new class has an 
extraordinary historical challenge and 
mission in front of it as it defends itself 
and humanity from being destroyed. Ei¬ 
ther we develop a collective vision and 
program for saving humanity from those 
who are proving they are no longer fit 
to rule society, or we will fall victim 
to the untold misery and suffering that 
their broken capitalist system of pro¬ 
duction and exchange will increasingly 
heap upon us. The future is up to us. 
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SPIRIT OF THE REVOLUTION 


This column depends on articles, comments, and criticisms from read¬ 
ers. Feel free to contribute. Contact us: c/o Boxholder, RO. Box 720821 
• San Jose, California 95172 or by e-mail at spirit@peoplestribune.org. 


Praise Gathering To Help The Homeless 


By Lenette Evans 

On August 20th at Riverview Park, 
in St. Joseph, Michigan a wonderful 
lady by the name of Beth Weihhand or¬ 
ganized an Evening of Praise, Worship 
and Prayer. Following her heart and pas¬ 
sion to obey God, she asked local pas¬ 
tors and churches to attend the evening 
event and for people in the community to 
bring a bag of groceries to help feed the 
homeless in Benton Harbor, Michigan. 

Several local churches attended in¬ 
cluding First Church of God, Washington 
Ave. Church Of God, Storyline Church, 
Christ Futheran, Harbert Community 
Church, and many others. Everyone 
came together no matter what denomi¬ 
nation, because after all what is impor¬ 
tant is not a church title but having a re¬ 
lationship with God himself. At the end 
of the event people broke out in groups 
of 4-5 people for a powerful prayer 
time for the needs in the community. 


No 

Dear People’s Tribune, 

Thank you for being the voice 
for change for many grassroots com¬ 
munities that have no other voice 
to get factual occurrences out to the 
masses, when local leadership sells 
out the Poor of Yahweh’s people. 

My name is John Fitzgerald Hender¬ 
son, Sr. My liberation name is Yohannes 
Abashai Barak, founder/chairman/CEO 
of the Economic National Underprivi¬ 
leged Foundation (ENUF). Our slo¬ 
gan: “Attacking the roots of poverty 
and sowing seeds of regional equity.” 

I’m the Organizer/Advocate/Activist 
for the Black and low income commu¬ 
nity of Orlando, Florida, known as Par- 
ramore. Fike most Black inner cities, this 
community sits on prime land that has 
been neglected by the 1977 CRA Legis- 
lation and Banks with Regulators’ help. 

Our organization has authored several 
economic redevelopment revitalization 
plans, stood firm against police brutality 
and withstood the physical, economic 
and character assaults of the local politi¬ 
cians to deny our voice, and to have the 
poor of this and other southeast commu¬ 
nities empowered with “equity owner¬ 
ship” when development takes place. 

To date I have been tased eight times, 
jailed more than four times. We have 
held over four protests and wrote close 
to five major policy initiatives. Before 
my incarceration on 1-26-08, I tied a 


The event had different Christian 
musicians from the area who played gui¬ 
tar, keyboard and sang Christian songs 
and it was a wonderful peaceful evening 
among the trees at Riverview Park as the 
light of fire torches softened the mood. 
People of all cultures came together 
to worship the Ford and get involved 
in helping the homeless and the poor. 

There are areas in third world coun¬ 
tries that have it worse then we do, but 
righthereinBentonHarbor,Michiganand 
our surrounding areas are a lot of home¬ 
less and poor people and many, many 
children which go hungry with nothing 
to eat for days or weeks. Many children 
will have no clothes or school supplies. 

There is no reason in the world 
why we have starving people and chil¬ 
dren in our communities and across the 
globe. Our Churches and the people in 
them and the community need to get 
serious and WE CAN AFF DO SOME¬ 
THING TO HEFP THOSE IN NEED. 


police brutality protest of Orlando po¬ 
lice department officers tasing and pep¬ 
per spraying 6-12 month old babies and 
youth along with numerous adults at a 
private birthday party. When I returned 
from “JENA 6” demonstrations, I tied 
this police brutality with the Ft. Pierce 


beating of a 14 year old girl to show a 
national epidemic of police brutality. 

Then our organization went into ac¬ 
tion to demand a larger percent of the 
$1.2 billion city of Orlando/County of 
Orange Venues Project. After a 2003 
protest of using our tax base dollars to 


If Beth Weiehhand can put together a 
community event and draw in 200 men, 
women, and children imagine what oth¬ 
ers can do when we really sit down and 
think of creative ideas and ways in how 
we can reach the lost, the homeless, the 
poor and children in our communities. 
Come on people let’s stop sitting in the 
pews Sunday after Sunday and do some¬ 
thing on a daily and weekly basis to help 
those that truly need it. I myself have a 
street ministry and am helping the home¬ 
less, the poor and children in need with 
giving clothes, food, blankets, pillows 
and school supplies and other needs. I 
myself am also active in struggles against 
corporate power and the wealth they 
hold while people live in such poverty. 

If anyone out there wants to help 
and get involved please contact me. 
But let us show our Godly love to oth¬ 
ers as we ought to, unconditionally. 


finance rich developer corporations to 
revitalize our communities with afford¬ 
able housing that was not affordable and 
using non-minority labor, I became the 
target of political sellouts and racist pol¬ 
iticians. They even had a Ku Klux Klan 
march where the FBI paid a jailhouse 


Nazi to organize the march on the Black 
community. Our Project Turnaround 
would have created initially 200 jobs for 
these low income and Black residents. 

The Sheriff used the same budget 
we requested and put money into a 
homeland security non-profit he cre¬ 


Lenette Evans, 

Saving Souls 

Ministries 

Email: 

Savingsouls 1 @yahoo.com 
269-876-1848 
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ated, then locked up masses of young 
men and allowed code enforcement 
of the city of Orlanda and Tax liens 
to take a lion’s share of the property. I 
spoke at a community forum with the 
richest two hotel/timeshare owners in 
which they created a petition to recall 
the funding. I spoke on the topic “no 
more feasting on the poor of Yahweh’s 
people” with an emphasis on “no more 
taxation without economic representa¬ 
tion” and that we can build new facili¬ 
ties ourselves, since they have stolen 
the land and now seek to close the 150 
year old historic Black community out 
of its current inclusion in the city. Also, 
the youth and young adults are being 
herded into jail and given no representa¬ 
tion. In short, I was followed on a con¬ 
tinual basis and was physically assault¬ 
ed. I’m sure men were hired to kill me. 

I am requesting the national com¬ 
munity assist me with my legal defense 
and get involved with our organiza¬ 
tion to continue the community work. 
I have not taken any money from the 
powers that be. This is why I’m without 
resources to defend myself. I also take 
care of 4 children, a wife and a moth¬ 
er. They are suffering with me greatly. 

John F. Henderson, Sr. 

0812447 Main 111 
PO Box 4970 
Orlando, FL 32802 


More Feasting On The Poor 



Public housing residents protest the destruction of their homes during the 
Global Day of Action in Atlanta earlier this year. 
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Separate Courts 
and The Corruption 
Of Restorative Justice 


By Paul Boden 


The current proliferation of sepa¬ 
rate court systems, often referred to 
as “restorative justice” within the US 
criminal justice system, tells us all 
we need to know about how govern¬ 
ment is addressing the health care 
and housing needs of America’s poor. 

Because many poor, mentally ill, or 
unhoused or drug addicted people get ar¬ 
rested, the courts became more and more 
overcrowded with what was deemed 
“social issues.” The response was to 
create separate systems for the adminis¬ 
tration of these cases. Ironically, these 
Substance Abuse Courts, Mental Health 
Courts and, most recently, Homeless 
Courts all coincide with drastic reduc¬ 
tions in State and Federal government 
funding of community based treatment 
and housing programs. In one classic 
example, the King County Court system 
in the state of Washington established 
Mental Health Courts while at the same 
time the state cut 6 million dollars in com¬ 
munity based mental health programs. 

This is not an isolated incident. It 
has become a national trend. While the 
social service branches of government 
have divested themselves of respon¬ 
sibility to fulfill their initial mandates, 
the branch of government charged 
with incarceration and rehabilitation 
has created a whole new role for itself, 
that of an access point to treatment, 
social workers and shelter services. In 
1997 only two Mental Health Courts 
existed in the United States. Today 
we have over 100. It is ironic that to¬ 
day the three largest residential mental 
health facilities in the US are the Los 
Angeles County jail, Cook County jail 
(Chicago) and Rikers Island (NYC)! 
Mentally ill jail inmates are 2.5 times 
more likely to have been homeless prior 
to incarceration as all other inmates. 

The criminal justice system is ill 
equipped to address the social issues 
being dumped on its courtroom floors, 
so now we are getting these behav¬ 
ioral courts that all come with a spe¬ 
cial twist: no option to plead “Not 
Guilty.” Homeless Courts are the new¬ 
est incarnation of these special courts. 

Homeless Courts are not courts as 
most people understand courts to be. 
In fact they are just the opposite. De¬ 
fendants in homeless courts are pre¬ 
sumed guilty and MUST plead guilty 
in order to avail themselves of what¬ 
ever services are to be offered through 
the courts. Due process, anyone? 

“Defendants” are brought in for such 
“crimes” as sleeping, camping, disturb¬ 
ing the contents of a container (i.e. going 
through trash for food or recyclables), 
panhandling, being in a park after hours 



California Hotel resident facing 
eviction. 
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(parks that until a very short time ago 
were open 24 hours and used to be con¬ 
sidered Public Space), jaywalking, loi¬ 
tering, sitting or lying on a sidewalk and, 
of course, the Grande Dame of egregious 
offenses committed by homeless people, 
peeing and defecating. Once they plead 
“guilty,” they are then assigned to ser¬ 
vices or community service (in lieu of 
jail or fines) as an alternative sentence 
handed down by the benevolent court. 

In San Francisco and Los An¬ 
geles, though, attorneys doing cita¬ 
tion defense have won dismissal of 
all charges in over 80% of the cases 
they represented. In legal terms, over 
80% have been found NOT guilty 
of the original charges against them. 

In other words, local governments are 
creating two-tiered court systems that are 
determined by economic status. There 
are criminal courts for people who can af¬ 
ford attorneys or have access to a public 
defender. They recognize due process. 
And now there are behavioral courts 
for people who cannot afford attorneys 
and have no access to a public defend¬ 
er. They do not recognize due process. 

This separation that sends poor peo¬ 
ple who are homeless or mentally ill to 
special “courts” where they must plead 
guilty in order to obtain the services they 
so desperately need violates the very 
foundation of our criminal justice system. 

Paul Boden is the Executive Di¬ 
rector of Western Regional Advo¬ 
cacy Project. www.wraphome.org 


Dos Rios 

In Memory of Michael Tinius 

the rivers 

like wild seams through the city 

where our desires are made known 
or rather necessities 

a tribe 

in the city’s midst robed 

in cheap fabric, mermen, mermaids, poor for sure 

as if any human could be 
“homeless” 

a word ancient spoken 

before “Man” itself: “home” 

we anchor each body builds around itself 

and so by the rivers 

on the city dump at 20th and C streets 

small cooking fires the luxury of smoke 
drinking beer and tea, trading monikers 
“Gremlin,” say, or “Monkey,” 

tents brittle: ultraviolet 

and “Gremlin” killed on the levee 

because someone came out there from the city, a nobody 

to knife someone like him and he tried to stop it 

the poppies flaring in the grass 

the willows leafing out it was May 

on the graveled levee near the railroad bridge 
the trestle you can brave and balance walk 

waste and trash and neatly stacked canned food 
rousted out, dumpster, snapshot 

the baby on the lawn, a door partly seen 
“black and whites” the police cruisers 

“Cat Man” keeps a cat 

who hunts wild birds by the riverside 

eases feral by the riverside 

“Cat Man” calls his name and home 

— Cathleen Williams 


Our speakers bring a message of hope 
and the possibility of creating a new 
society whose wealth benefits all. 

Book Speakers today on these topics: 

• African American History 
•Women’s History Month 
•Latino Heritage Month 

and Cinco de Mayo 

• Homeless and Hunger 
Awareness Week 

•Culture, health care, peace, labor, 
and more. 

Speakers for a New America 

800-691-6888 

Email: 

info@speakersforanewamerica.com 
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Hundreds Stand Against Racism 
In Louisiana Neighborhood 



Uproot Hate Rally, Metairie, Louisiana 
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By Ted Quant 

Several hundred people answered 
the call from their ministers to take a 
stand against racism and to demonstrate 
their support for a young African-Amer¬ 
ican couple who had “KKK” burned 
into their lawn shortly after they moved 
into a Metairie, Louisiana, neighbor¬ 
hood. It should be remembered that it 
was a Metairie district that some years 



Re-sodding the defaced lawn at the 
Uproot Hate Rally. 
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ago sent the NAZI, David Duke, to 
the Louisiana State Legislature. But 
today hundreds of white people from 
this community stood up against rac¬ 
ism in a significant departure from the 
silence and consent that has greeted 
other acts of bigotry in Jefferson Parish. 

Lance Hill, one of the leaders of 
the campaign that stopped David Duke 
from becoming Governor of Louisi¬ 
ana, decided that this attack on Travis 
and Kiyanna Smith would not go un¬ 
answered. White people had to take a 
stand against racism in their community 
and not let the bigots or their silence 
in the face of injustice define them as 
racist. Lance Hill called on religious 
leaders to step up to the plate and they 
answered the call forming a coalition 
to “uproot hate” on Independence Day. 

Between 200 and 300 people, 
overwhelmingly white, from Metai¬ 
rie churches, synagogues and mosques 
showed up on the 4th of July to dem¬ 
onstrate their support for the family 
and to pitch in re-sodding the defaced 
lawn. Rabbi Robert Loewy, reiterating 
the necessity of responding to racist acts 
said, “History teaches us that silence is 
rarely an effective response to bigotry.” 

Archbishop Alfred Huges said, “We 


denounce the cowardly and hateful action 
that took place some two months ago, 
and we renounce all unjust discrimina¬ 
tion.” There is also pressure that this hate 
crime be investigated and the perpetra¬ 
tors apprehended and brought to justice. 

Travis and Kiyanna Smith realized 
they were no longer isolated and vulner¬ 
able to some anonymous hate monger. 


They spoke to the crowd expressing their 
appreciation for all those who showed 
up to support them. Kiyanna said that 
a month or so ago, she didn’t think 
anyone cared, but now she and Tra¬ 
vis were overwhelmed by the support. 

Given the history of Metai¬ 
rie and of Jefferson Parish this was 
a very significant accomplishment. 


The Plight Of The Homeless At Franklin School Shelter 


By Eric Jonathan Sheptock 

Washington, DC is a city for the 
rich. The poor and under-privileged get 
pushed to the wayside. This includes 
the homeless. Howbeit, DC’s home¬ 
less population has begun to fight back. 

The story began in June of2006. Two 
women arrived at the Franklin School 
Shelter in northwest DC, the very build¬ 
ing from which Alexander Graham Bell 
sent the very first telephone message in 
the world. Mary Ann Luby was a nun 
who worked for the Washington Legal 
Clinic for the Homeless. Becky Sambol 
was a community activist. They told the 
shelter residents that the city had plans 
to close the building without first mak¬ 
ing certain that its residents would have 
alternative residences or shelters to go 
to and that Mayor Tony Williams had 
signed a 29-year lease with a developer 
to turn Franklin School into a boutique 
hotel. That night, about a dozen homeless 
men out of the 240 that the shelter held at 
that time formed a committee, the Com¬ 
mittee to Save Franklin Shelter (CSFS). 
Sixty beds were eventually added. 

We held rallies and protests. We 
visited city council members. We even 
volunteered for their campaigns. We 
gained the support of many people. The 
shelter had been scheduled to close on 
March 31st, 2007. That day we par- 
tied in Franklin Park across the street; 
we had succeeded in saving the shelter 


and preventing its closure. That same 
month, we incorporated as a non-profit 
and changed the name to Until We’re 
Home, Inc. That organization would 
eventually dissolve in January 2008. 

In January of 2007, Adrian Fenty 
became mayor. He had been the Ward 
4 councilman and Chairperson of the 
Committee on Human Services. Be¬ 
cause of his role as Chairperson of the 
agency that helps the under-privileged 
through its housing, food stamp pro¬ 
grams and the like, people thought that 
he would continue to care for the poor. 
As it turns out, he seems to have for¬ 
gotten his campaign promises. He had 
promised to keep Franklin School open 
as a shelter and to care for DC’s home¬ 
less. Since taking office, he has worked 
wholeheartedly to close the shelter. 

Mayor Fenty wants to close the 
building with no sale or lease. Further¬ 
more, many improvements have been 
made to the building in the last year and 
a half. The city plans to close the build¬ 
ing anyway and to move the men to 
more dilapidated shelters.Mayor Fenty 
announced his housing plan on April 
2nd, 2008. That plan included the clo¬ 
sure of Franklin School Shelter and the 
creation of 400 units of permanent sup¬ 
portive housing by October 1st, 2008. 
It also stated that another 1600 units of 
permanent supportive housing would 
be created for DC’s homeless by Octo¬ 
ber 1st, 2014. None of those units have 


materialized yet. However, the shelter 
is being emptied bit by bit. Some of the 
men are finding temporary residence 
elsewhere for a matter of days. When 
they return to the shelter, they are find¬ 
ing that their beds have been disman¬ 
tled. Since their housing arrangements 
were only temporary, they are going to 
other shelters, only to find that there is 
no room. Finally, they are going to the 
streets. The mayor’s housing plan is 
not functional. When winter arrives, 
people will begin to freeze to death. 

We have begun to visit council mem¬ 
bers once again and to speak to other 
employees of DC Government. We em¬ 
phasize that housing is the ultimate goal; 
however, we must maintain a safety net 
in the meantime. The majority of the 
Council agrees with us. However, the 
mayor has dug his heels in and refuses 
to budge. We have received much media 
coverage recently. In a matter of 8 days, 
I was in the Washington Post twice and 
on WPFW 89.3 twice. I just did another 
radio show this morning. Our rallies are 
drawing more and more supporters. On 
Thursday, August 21st, dozens of us 
plan to camp out on the mayor’s lawn 
The unfortunate truth is that the mayor 
has the power to close the shelter with¬ 
out Council approval or input from the 
community. However, 9 votes from the 
Council can reverse his decision. We are 
working diligently to persuade at least 
9 council members to create legislation 



Homeless in D.C. Left: Eric Jonathan 
Sheptock. 
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that would reverse the mayor’s decision. 

The homeless are tired of being 
pushed around by the very people that 
they vote into power to help them. 
They are fighting back. We have gained 
much ground and continue to do so. 
We hope to set a precedent for the na¬ 
tion and the world. Hopefully, the 
next time that I write an article, I’ll be 
writing about our success at changing 
DC Government’s paradigm for deal¬ 
ing with the homeless and at acquir¬ 
ing permanent housing. Time will tell. 

http ://www. streats. tv/ shep 

925 13th St., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20005-4005 
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Poor Magazine’s First Annual 
TAKING BACK THE LAND CEREMONY 



Tony Robles and Tiny at POOR Magazine’s Take Back the Land Ceremony/ 
Eviction Protest in San Francisco. 

PHOTO /POORMAGAZINE.ORG 


This is for all our ancestors who were 
removed, displaced and evicted. Over 20 
groups from San Jose to New Orleans 
joined POOR Magazine s First Annual 
TAKING BA CK THE LAND CEREMONY 

By Tiny aka Lisa Gray-Garcia, 
poverty scholar, welfare QUEEN and 
Daughter of Dee and co-editor of 
POOR Magazine/PoorNEwsNetwork 

Be bop bebop...bop..bop... 

A slow mist rose from the ground 
co-mingling with candlewax, sage, 
and car exhaust. Bop..bop..be-bop... 
bop.. Warm breath weaving through 
the rhythm of a Congo drum entwining 
with words of resistance from African 
Peoples, Raza Peoples, Celtic peoples, 
Pilipino peoples, Native peoples, in¬ 
digenous peoples all.. “One.... we are 
the people..Two....indigenous people... 
Three .. and we are taking back the 
land and ONE....We are the Scholars... 
Two... indigenous scholars and Three... 
we are taking back OUR land!!...” 

Citing the articles from the United 
Nations (UN) Declaration on Indig¬ 
enous Peoples, displaced, evicted and 
removed children, mamaz, daddys, tias 
and tios, aunties and uncles, grandmoth¬ 
ers and grandfathers, elders, ances¬ 
tors, and spirits from all across Turtle 
Island; Oakland, San Francisco, San 
Jose, New Orleans and DQ University 
gathered on Market street at sunrise in 
a spiritual, political and revolutionary 
ceremony of resistance to out of control 
development, eviction, displacement 
and criminalization locally and globally. 

“Land Bastards - they (landlords) 
don’t even deserve to be called lords,” 
Xicana mama of three girls, welfare- 
QUEEN and POOR Magazine teacher 
and staff writer Vivien Hain called into 
the crowd, her powerful voice join¬ 
ing the layers of sounds as she re-told 
her family’s deep poverty. Vivien con¬ 
cluded her powerful speech, “Gentri- 
cide, that’s our new classification for 
the murderous act of gentrification.” 

Since 1996, while on welfare and 
still dealing with the effects of over 10 
years of homelessness, eviction and deep 
poverty, my mama, African-Irish-Puerta 
Rican, and indigenous Taino very poor 
single mother, and me launched POOR 
Magazine as an indigenous organizing 
project that actively practices eldership, 
ancestor worship and interdependence. 
We launched it as a direct resistance 
to the non-profit industrial complex, 
criminal UNjustice system, welfare sys¬ 
tems, and the school to prison pipeline, 
that all work to separate, divide and 
destroy our indigenous systems of car¬ 
ing and community. As a poor people/ 
indigenous people led organization, 
the personal and organizational lives, 
dramas, concerns and struggles of the 
hundreds of co-leaders; poverty, youth, 
disability and migrant scholars at POOR 
Magazine are intertwined with the run¬ 


ning, survival and thrival of ourselves, 
our families, our communities and our 
organization. Like many other poor 
people/indigenous people led organiza¬ 
tions, there is no intention to untwine 
that real and honest core of truth, that 
is the indigenous organizational model. 

In July, POOR Magazine (and many 
non-profits and small businesses in 
our building) received notice that our 
lease would not be renewed. POOR 
Magazine’s tenuous hold on stabil¬ 
ity was severed. We weren’t planning 
to move until we had raised enough 
money to purchase a building so we 
could launch the revolutionary hous¬ 
ing, arts and education project that acts 
as a long-term solution to homeless¬ 
ness: HOMEFULNESS; a sweat-equity 
co-housing and sustainable community 
that would house and give equity, sup¬ 
port, arts education and economic de¬ 
velopment opportunities to homeless 
and formerly homeless families as well 
as house the offices and classrooms of 
the Race, Poverty and Media Justice 
Institute and Uncle Al’s Justice Cafe. 

In San Francisco’s Bay-view District 
there have been over 150 evictions in 
this month alone. In Oakland, 72 elder 
and disabled tenants face homelessness 
at the California Hotel. In New Orleans 
over4,500 people were evicted from pub¬ 
lic housing targeted for redevelopment. 
It was time to employ another model for 
systemic change. It was time, we real¬ 
ized, to implement the very powerful 
UN Declaration on indigenous peoples. 

Bop.. be-bop..bop..bop.. the drum 
beat wove through the voices, la tier- 
ra, our land—speaking for all the 
people who aren’t here - who were 
already displaced, removed and de¬ 
stroyed,” Tiny aka Lisa Gray-Gar- 
cia speaking to the spirit of indig¬ 
enous eviction resistor mama dee. 

“No relocation shall take place with¬ 
out the free, prior and informed consent 
of the indigenous people concerned and 
after agreement on just and fair compen¬ 
sation and where possible with the option 
of return,” POOR Magazine co-editor, 
indigenous Pilipino, African, Irish and 


Native descendent poverty and worker 
scholar, Tony Robles, read from Article 
10-28 of the UN declaration on indige¬ 
nous peoples throughout the ceremony... 

The ceremony opened with a 
prayer led by indigenous scholars 
from DQ University and United Na¬ 
tive Americans who are fighting for 
their rights to keep the only off-res- 
ervation tribal college, DQ Univer¬ 
sity, alive and strong. Steve concluded, 
“Our spirit is with all of you, with the 
people - always! DQ will never die!” 

We cannot allow POOR Magazine 
to leave this land. POOR Magazine 
represents our collective resistance to 
exploitation, deportation, incarcera¬ 
tion, eviction,” Renee Saucedo, Xicana 


scholar and resistance fighter in the 
war on migrant peoples, representing 
one of the events co-sponsors, La Raza 
Centro Legal, testified, “Who is POOR 
Magazine? It is poor people of color, 
particularly young people, who are 
fighting criminalizing legislations like 
the gang injunction,” Renee concluded. 

The Taking Back the Land Cer¬ 
emony was about resistance to dis¬ 
placement. It was also about cross- 
organizational, cross generational, and 
cross-cultural movement building. 

The day was interspersed with 
prayer, ritual, ceremony and testimony 
from individuals and organizations on 
the front-line of displacement resistance 
including two SF Board of Supervisors 
candidates, Eric Quesada and David 
Campos, vying for District 9 (the Mis¬ 
sion) which is ground zero of out of 
control displacement and gentrification 
of communities of color. “We have been 
fighting this fight for 500 years,” said 
Eric Quesada who galvanized the crowd. 

Eviction Victim 
Eviction Resistance 
23 times and counting 
i( cause without equity we all at-risk” 
Born from three generations of poor 
women of color and countless genera¬ 
tions of colonized others ...Mama Dee... 
an act of resistance — by Tiny 

Article continues on bottom of page 9. 


THE EVICTION 

At their whim 
whomever 
they want to evict 
whenever they 
want to evict 
they can 
because they’re 
lords of the land 
they’re the landlords. 

They’ve got Pee Pee 
on their side, that’s 
Private Property 
and they don’t care 
that we’re Poor 
or Poor Magazine; 
if we protest they 
call in the other Pee, 
the Pee that ends in lice 
or lease to make damned 
sure no Poor protest is 
gonna get in the way of 
the biggest Pee, which is 
their Profits. And now 
that you know why we 
all are here and what we 
all are and have been up 


against these many years 
as victims of their whims 
and greedy-evil pockets, 
let’s resolve to bring the 
whole house down, yes, 
once and this time for all, 

(the house that the Death 
that is Private Property 
has built), with organized 
performances of such Justice, 
we poor will wear “our cour¬ 
age, sorrow and innocence” 
vividly as our burning rage, 
until Private Property bombs 
on the stage where for much 
too long it’s been pissing on 
the people, and then at last 
human space truly will belong 
to all. 

— Jack Hirschman 
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Labor Day 2008: 

The Workers Built This Country And We Should Run It! 


Labor Day 2008 demands that 
we take a cold, hard look at the situ¬ 
ation facing all the members of the 
class which lives only by selling its 
ability to labor—both those who 
are working, and those who are not. 

This Labor Day finds the labor move¬ 
ment of the United States in crisis. The 
social contract between capital and labor 
which developed over the more than 125 
years since the first Labor Day parade in 
1882 has nowbeen completely destroyed. 

This crisis cannot be resolved by 
electing Democrats to office or by en¬ 
acting a “new New Deal” or simply 
by having the trade unions engage in 
a new organizing drive similar to that 
waged by the CIO unions in the 1930s. 

In the early 1930s, it made a certain 
sense for the unions to respond to the long 
years of Republican domination of 1920- 
1932 by fighting to elect the Democrat 
Franklin Roosevelt president, and then 
unleashing a furious drive to unionize 
as many industrial workers as possible. 

The CIO organizing drive succeeded 
for two reasons. First, because indus¬ 
try was booming and the number of 
people working in factories was grow¬ 
ing every day. Second, because even as 
early as the 1930s, a section of the U.S. 
ruling class realized that World War II 
was coming. These capitalists needed 
labor peace to guarantee war produc¬ 
tion. That’s why this section of the rul¬ 
ing class permitted the legalization of 
trade unions through the passage of the 
National Labor Relations Act in 1935. 


Today, the globalization of produc¬ 
tion has created a situation where every 
worker in the world competes with every 
other worker in the sale of their ability to 
work. Industrial production is shrinking, 
not expanding, as robots increasingly do 
the work once done by human beings. 
Labor-replacing technology is creating a 
whole new class of dispossessed work¬ 
ers as employment shrinks. In this en¬ 
vironment, there can be no special “un¬ 
derstanding” between the capitalists of 
the United States and the workers here. 

Today, our country faces a stark 
choice: Either the workers will take con¬ 
trol of this country and reorganize it for 
the well-being of the majority, or the cor¬ 
porations will continue on their course 
until they have seized absolute control. 

On this Labor Day, we, the workers 
of the United States, have to make up 
our minds that we are capable of running 
society. Today, the same powerful new 
electronic means of production which 
are producing misery all over the country 
could—if controlled in the interests ofhu- 
manity—mean abundance for everyone. 


California nurses health care 
protest, San Francisco. 
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New Orleans - One Day To Gustav 


By Bill Quigley 

Reprinted from Countercurrents.org 

New Orleans, August 31, 2008 
- 4pm: Pink sky colored the morn¬ 
ing as cicadas buzz in waves in the 
old oak trees. What is it they say 
about “pink sky in morning...?” In 
New Orleans it is one day to Gustav. 

A steady river of people arrived at 
the bus station, many walking from 
home. People lined up, men, women, 
young babies and people with walk¬ 
ers. Suitcases, Batman backpacks, 
pillowcases stuffed with belong¬ 
ings, even black plastic garbage bags 
clutched tightly in nervous hands. 

How many of us would shove 
some things in a pillowcase, turn out 
the lights, leave our home and catch 
a bus filled with strangers going to 
places unknown? In New Orleans 
and all along the Gulf Coast, tens 
of thousands are doing exactly that. 

Big 64 passenger buses roll into 


the station from across the country to 
pick up the people of New Orleans. 
Some going to public shelters, some 
to military bases, some to churches. 

Spent the day unpacking and open¬ 
ing hundreds of boxes of MREs (mili¬ 
tary meals ready to eat) to distribute to 
people getting on buses out of town. 
Spaghetti, barbecue, even vegetarian 
in slick brown packets complete with 
plastic spoon. Tastes much better than 
you would think, especially if you are, 
as most are, pretty hungry. Outside sat¬ 
ellite TV trucks idle by waiting buses 
and ambulances. The sun is out and 
the wind is up. Soldiers, who yester¬ 
day clutched their M-16s, today sat on 
folding chairs texting their families. 

Volunteers pitch in with city, 
state and federal officials. Every 
kind of police and military you can 
imagine, many in full battle gear. 

Women volunteers in day-glow vests 
guide the blind, carry bags for the unable, 
and lift the wheelchairs into the ambu¬ 
lances. Hundreds and hundreds of peo¬ 


ple with walkers and canes and wheel¬ 
chairs are flushed out of their homes and 
forced to flee. The occasional big shot 
strolls through and people politely allow 
them to fantasize that they are in charge. 

Outside the wind continues to pick 
up. The U.S. flag flaps ferociously clang¬ 
ing the chains against the metal flagpole. 

Those who say they hate government 
please consider our situation. Since Ka¬ 
trina our Gulf Coast has benefited from 
thousands of faith-based groups and 
hundreds of thousands of volunteers. 
But we need the public sector to help 
make it all work. Think where New 
Orleans would be tonight without the 
buses we all helped pay for, the police 
and soldiers we all helped pay for, the 
water, the MREs, the bus drivers, the 
shelter workers and the Coast Guard. 
As you watch the disaster unfold on TV, 
think where we would be without public 
help. We need each other. In a complex 
society like ours, we help each other 
and build the common good through 
the public sector. If it is bad, we fix it, 


not destroy it. Please think about it. 

Back home, a mandatory evacua¬ 
tion has started. Curfew starts at dusk. 
The buses continue to arrive and depart 
but the passengers slow to a trickle. 
Generators and engines roar as the air 
smells of dust, MREs, and humidity. 

As dusk starts, waves of cica¬ 
das humm. Thousands of people 
are in shelters. Hundreds are still 
riding buses. Gustav is coming. 

Bill is a human rights lawyer 
and law professor at Loyola Uni¬ 
versity New Orleans. You can reach 
him at quigley77@gmail.com. 

HeisavailabletospeakthroughSpeak- 
ersforaNewAmerica.Call800-691-6888. 
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A Perfect Capitalist Disaster 


By Gregg Shotwell 


What appears to be a catastrophe 
in the auto industry could be the per¬ 
fect storm for GM, Ford, and Chrysler. 
They’ve wanted to close plants and jet¬ 
tison dealerships for a long time. The 
2007 contracts with the UAW gave 
the auto companies an unrestricted li¬ 
cense to close plants because of con¬ 
ditions “beyond the control of the 
Corporation” such as “market related 
volume decline”. Now they are ready 
to open that gift, that is, the contract. 

Unlimited plant closings coupled 
with time limits on the Job Bank means 
the Concession Caucus has delivered 
the union’s head upon a platter. But 
I am no great prophet and this is no 
great matter of speculation. Everyone 
knows “market related volume decline” 
is in sync with the goal to close plants 
and cancel commitments to dealers. 

The 2007 GM-UAW contract list¬ 
ed nine plants to be closed for cer¬ 
tain and one to be “closed or sold”. 
But that was before the perfect capi¬ 
talist disaster. Now, poaching is le¬ 
gal and the game are penned in. 

Manufacturers didn’t push free trade 
agreements because they expected to 
export from the USA. They never ex¬ 
pected to export anything but jobs. The 
objective of free trade agreements was 
to close factories in the US, invest off¬ 


shore, and import products formerly 
“made in the USA” back to the US 
market. The current capitalist crisis 
gives auto companies a perfect oppor¬ 
tunity to bankrupt North American Op¬ 
erations and become major importers. 

GM and Ford (like Delphi) invested 
profits overseas (foreign assets are pro¬ 
tected under US bankruptcy law) rather 
than pump dollars back into US plants. 
Chrysler does not have extensive in¬ 
vestments overseas but they have made 
a deal with Chery Motors in China and 
they could partner with another foreign 
auto maker to import small cars to the 
US. Unless Cerberus, the three headed 
private equity fund that owns Chrysler, 
prefers a fire sale. In either case we can’t 
deny the dogs from hell are at the gates. 

Some speculators feel that un¬ 
like Delphi it would be too risky for 
GM to declare bankruptcy because 
consumers would not want to buy ve¬ 
hicles from a bankrupt company. But 
Americans buy tickets to fly on bank¬ 
rupt airlines maintained by disgruntled 
mechanics and depressed pilots. Why 
wouldn’t they buy a car from two 
bankrupt companies: Delphi & GM? 

Under bankruptcy protection GM 
would continue to operate some plants in 
the US. The disaster scenario would en¬ 
able them to accelerate the transition to 
lower tier workers and extort greater con- 
cessions from the UAW. Bankruptcy, like 



Delta Township, Michigan - Members 
of the United Auto Workers picket a 
General Motors assembly plant on 
the first day of their strike over local 
issues. April 2008 . 
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a boxer taking a dive, is a business plan. 

There is simply too much cash to be 
skimmed by reneging on VEBAs and 
pensions. If they can’t pay, they can’t 
pay. So who will have to pay and pay 
and pay? I’ve said it before and I’ll say 


it again. Money isn’t lost, it changes 
hands. We are about to experience a 
massive transfer of wealth from workers 
to investors (inside investors). It will be 
the most enduring legacy of the UAW’s 
partnership with the corporations. 

The VEBA was sold to UAW mem¬ 
bers as an insurance against the specter 
of bankruptcy. What the Concession 
Caucus didn’t explain is that the health 
of the VEBA depends on the profitabil¬ 
ity of the company. Because they didn’t 
get the money upfront, the VEBA is es¬ 
sentially a promissory note. If the com¬ 
pany goes bankrupt prior to an actual 
transfer of cash, the VEBA is busted 
flatter than a penny on a train track. 

The security of retirees depends on the 
success of the VEBA. In turn the VEBA 
depends on concessions from workers 
and plant closings. Some would attest 
that the UAW has a serious conflict of 
interest. But members know better. The 
sweethearts have already made their beds. 

Steve Miller, who is managing the 
perpetual failure at Delphi, said in a 
recent speech to the Detroit Economic 
Club, “One of the biggest factors in a 
decision to put new investment off¬ 
shore is the punitive effect of health 
care costs on job creation in America.” 

Article continues on top of page 10. 


Poor News Network Continued 


(continued from page 7) 

“My mothers mothers mother was a 
slave - she worked in tobacco and cotton 
plantations, my mothers mother cleaned 
the houses and mansions in San Fran¬ 
cisco, our blood is spilled in the name 
of others people’s profit, we will not be 
moved - we should own these buildings 
- all of this is ours,” Citing Article 28 of 
the UN declaration which states, ‘indige¬ 
nous people have the right to re-dress... ’ 
Laure McElroy, POOR Magazine board 
member, welfare QUEEN and poverty, 
race and disability scholar in residence 
at POOR’S Race, Poverty and Media 
Justice Institute waved her hands to the 
land beneath and above our heads as she 
stated our collective right to reparations. 

Bop.. be-bop..bop..bop.. 

“Any magazine named POOR - 
that’s a magazine where Jesus would 
be..” proclaimed Sandy Perry street 
minister from event co-sponsor, CHAM 
in San Jose. “When Jesus said all of us 
can be rich, he didn’t mean rich like 
these developers do, he meant rich with 
community, with love and with car¬ 
ing for one another” Sandy concluded. 

Indigenous peoples have the right to 
establish their own media in their own 
languages and to have access to all 
forms of non-indigenous media with¬ 
out discrimination. (Article 16 of the 
UN declaration on Indigenous Peoples) 


“Hoy es un dia historico...(today 
is a historical day) because as of to¬ 
day we will no longer accept displace¬ 
ment,” Gloria Esteva, migrant and 
poverty scholar and staff writer with 
Voce De Inmigrantes en Resistencia 
at POOR Magazine. Gloria conclud¬ 
ed, “This is our land, we built it from 
scratch, we will be exploited no longer!” 

Be bop..bop..bop..bebop... 

“Please stand up and fight..I am from 
New Orleans, I know about removal and 
displacement from the government,” said 
August Foreman, Katrina survivor here 
to speak on Katrina for events in the Bay 
honoring Katrina’s tragedy on August 29. 

Bebop, .bop. .bop . ..bop. .th e 
spirits of our displaced ances¬ 
tors rose up with the drum beat.... 

Midway through the ceremo¬ 
ny, I asked for a silence to be called 
for all the people who aren’t here 
- who have already been displaced. 

“We didn’t want to become home¬ 
less, we didn’t want to be put on the 
street,” Mickey Martin, poverty schol¬ 
ar, tenant and now co-manager of the 
California Hotel described their fight 
to stay housed, “So now our attorney 
is suing the City for 53 million dol¬ 
lars to keep our hotel open for the rest 
of our lives - we are going to run our 
hotel til we become old and gray!” 

The powerful voice of Robbie from 
Just Cause Oakland, “We are work¬ 
ing now to prevent the eviction of 


over 215 families from public housing 
and along with the California Hotel 
evictions are hitting hundreds of ten¬ 
ants of other residential hotels as well 
as over 600 public housing units.” 

One... WE ARE THE PEOPLE and 
Two. .INDIGENOUSPEOPLE... Three... 
And we are taking back OUR LAND! 

i( If people really wanted to 
“solve ” homelessness they would 
start giving poor people access to eq¬ 
uity!” Tiny aka Lisa Gray-Garcia. 

The next testifier was welfare- 
QUEEN and poverty scholar in resi¬ 
dence at POOR Magazine, Queennan- 
di, who wrote a poem in honor of the 
ceremony, “My house is not my home, 
technically I’m houseless and don’t own 
nothing ....serial land robberies....the 
landlord whipped me with an eviction 
notice cuz I resisted being whipped...” 

“Under article 22 of the UN decla¬ 
ration, I accuse the federal government 
of benign neglect of disabled people, 
women and children locally and glob¬ 
ally,” founding member of POOR Mag¬ 
azine and poverty scholar in residence 
Joseph Bolden cited the declaration. 

“I want to take you on a journey, in 
the U.S. we have the fair housing act, 
it came down under the Reagan ad¬ 
ministration... locally we have propo¬ 
sition K and L put into affect by Wil¬ 
lie Brown, ostensibly to create more 
offices for non-profits—under these 
laws we have the right to be housed, 


not temporarily but permanently.” II- 
lin and chillin columnist for POOR and 
founder of KRIP HOP also cited UN 
declaration 22 and the recent laws that 
were passed to protect housing but seem 
to mean nothing to our communities. 

Indigenous peoples have the right to 
the lands, territories and resources that 
they possess by reason of traditional 
ownership or other traditional occupation 
or use, as well as those which they have 
otherwise acquired. (Article 26 of the 
UN Declaration on Indigenous Peoples) 

Byron Gafford, Bayview resident of 
Alice Griffith whose family is facing 
pending eviction along with 150 others 
thanks to government and corporate de¬ 
velopers, testified with a poetic tribute 
to long-time girlfriend and recent vic¬ 
tim of negligence at the hands of PG&E 
in the Bayview. “to rob, steal, and kill 
the good like Shirley Weston in order 
to claim the neighborhood of death for 
his own With the help from PG&Evil..”. 

Postscript: After the ceremony the 
new owners of 1095 Market street met 
with POOR Magazine staff and com¬ 
mitted to helping POOR Magazine and 
the other tenants who face eviction 
make a (< smooth and safe and transi¬ 
tion to another space that will stabi¬ 
lize your urgently needed youth and 
adult programming for the long-term. ” 
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A Perfect Capital Disaster Continued 


(continued from page 9) 

Miller told the audience that af¬ 
ter Delphi emerges from bankruptcy 
he would like to take a role in solv¬ 
ing “the country’s number one do¬ 
mestic political and economic issue 
[health care]”. He thinks he knows 
how to take waste out of health care. 

Look at what’s left of Delphi and 
Bethlehem Steel, then ask yourself if 
you want the likes of Miller fixing your 
health care plan. Miller’s idea of waste 
is workers. Or more to the point, the 
cost of workers and retirees who, as 
he said in a previous speech, live too 
long (when workers retired at “age 65 

and then died at age 70.the social 

contract inherent in these programs 


seemed affordable.”) Steve Miller, 
Detroit Economic Club, 4/03/2006]. 

One of the areas of waste that Miller 
cited during his speech was malpractice 
lawsuits. Miller is suing the Appaloosa 
hedge fund for backing out of an invest¬ 
ment in Delphi. Apparently, due diligence 
exposed Miller’s reorganization plan as 
flimflam. Miller didn’t hesitate to file a 
frivolous lawsuit to force a hedge fund 
to invest against their better judgment. 

What sort of businessman co¬ 
erces someone into investing? 

Miller has spent the last three years 
wasting money on fruitless legal pro¬ 
ceedings and rewarding Delphi ex¬ 
ecutives for continuous failure. If we 
don’t mount a counter offensive to 
wrest control of health care from para¬ 


sites like Miller, we will lose more 
than VEBA. Our lives are on the line. 

We’re not affordable. We live too 
long. Miller & Friends want to fix that. 

Manufacturing workers have lost 
too many jobs and made too many con¬ 
cessions. Retaliation is in order. We 
know how to take the waste out of the 
system — cut out the middlemen. We 
don’t need them. They do not perform 
any value added function in the deliv¬ 
ery of health care. They are more than 
a burden. They are a moral hazard. 

Why should duffers sporting co¬ 
logne that costs more than a doctor visit 
be allowed to skim money from doc¬ 
tors, nurses, hospitals, clinics, medi¬ 
cal supply companies, and patients? 
We don’t need the middlemen. Give 


them six months severance and offer 
to retrain them for work in the foundry. 

Health care is ground zero of the per¬ 
fect capitalist disaster. Miller & Friends 
want to fix health care so retirees don’t 
live too long and the private insurance 
industry keeps making jackpot profits. 
He and his class of vulture capitalists 
want health care that restricts access 
to workers and retirees and special¬ 
izes in serving those who were never 
exposed to the hazards of hard work. 

One way or the other the perfect capi¬ 
talist disaster will be a catalyst for change. 

This article first appeared in 
Live Bait & Ammo #111. To learn 
more, go to www.soldiersofsoli- 
darity. com, www. factoryrat. com, 

and www.futureoftheunion.com. 


INTERNATIONAL WORKER 

Filipinas they call me 
In Athens 

In Brussels, in Rome 
In all of EU. 

Why? 

Because I scrub floors 
Shop for and cook food 
Wash, dry laundry 
Do all the home-bred arts 
In the master’s household. 

For these my humanity 
Is downsized 
Recolonized 
Other branded. 

Cut off from my original 

Name and private self 

I, a migrant Filipino woman 

Am collectively coded 

With my homeland 

To a globalizing 

Demographic label where 

Filipinas equals the world’s 

Domestic laboring class 

As if it is the unbegotten 

DNA and end all of 

Who and what we are. 

INTERNATIONAL WORKER, YES! 

BRANDED DOMESTIC, NO! 

Melba L Abela 

Copyright ©2008 Melba L. Abela 


The People’s Tribune 
Needs Your Donations! 

The corporations have their own media to be their voice. The People’s Tri¬ 
bune is your voice. Help us go on being your voice. We need to raise an 
additional $1,000 per month on an ongoing basis to keep getting out the 
ideas that challenge corporate power. Order bundles! Order subscriptions. 
Circulate the People’s Tribune. Use the paper to build your struggle and to 
connect with other leaders and struggles across America. Help get out a vi¬ 
sion of a new society where no one is homeless or hungry. Please turn to 
the box on Page 3 for more information on the goals and importance of this 
fund drive. Send donations to People’s Tribune, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 
60654-3524. Call 800-691-6888 toll free to order papers. Donate on the web 
through paypal at www.peoplestribune.org 



We Need Your Photos 


The People’s Tribune relies on readers to contribute photos. 
This paper has a lot more impact when the articles are ac¬ 
companied by photos of the events described and of people 
in struggle against the system. High-resolution digital pho¬ 
tos are best; e-mail them to info@peoplestribune.org. You 
can send hard copies of photos to us at the P.O. box listed on page 2. 



New Book: Teatro Chicana, A collective Memoir and Select¬ 
ed Plays, profiles seventeen women in the Chicana Move¬ 
ment in the early 1970s. Speakers are available. Signed cop¬ 
ies of the book are $25 plus $4 postage. Call 800-691-6888 
or mail check to Speakers for a New America, c/o Tribuno 
del Pueblo, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654. 



Women from the Teatro Chicana speak at the 
Cross-Cultural Center at the University of 
California, San Diego. The event was part of 
UCSD’s month-long celebration honoring la¬ 
bor leader, equal opportunity advocate, and 
humanitarian Cesar E. Chavez. 
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Free Reverend Pinkney 


By Sheridan Talbott 


Herrin, IL —The arrest, “trial,” and 
imprisonment of Reverend Pinkney in 
Berrien County, Michigan remind me of 
my early years in my home state of Ala¬ 
bama where, in the halls of justice, under 
the banner of justice, in the name of jus¬ 
tice, miscarriages of justice took place. 

No need to restate all the facts of the 
case surrounding the sham of his trial. 
They have been stated over and over 
again. Suffice it to say, accusations of 
vote fraud is an old trick used by “the 
powers that be” to reverse the results of 
democratic elections not to their liking. 

We’ve seen it before. Following 
The Voting Rights Act of 1965, for in¬ 
stance, the black belt of Alabama was 
the scene of a determined struggle for 
democracy. The old guard was los¬ 
ing elections, and with it, political 
control. Then, as apparently now, the 
charge of vote fraud was a key weap¬ 
on to thwart democratic processes. 

Reverend Pinkney’s conviction is a 
blatant injustice in itself. Imprisoning 
him for quoting the Bible is ludicrous. 
How many key individuals involved 


Courts’ 

By Jan LightfootLane 

Editor s note: What follows are excerpts 
from a longer article. 

A Maine woman asks for your help 
to tell people that the courts rob people 
of their rights. I am fighting in an are¬ 
na where the “keepers of justice” for¬ 
got their oaths to protect us little guys 
and gals. On June 23 I asked the First 
Circuit Court of Appeals to rule in fa¬ 
vor of an anti-homeless, poverty and 
pro-civil rights advocate’s rights.... 

In the 1970s, the US Supreme Court 
ruled that Michigan railroad workers 
had the right to help other workers ob¬ 
tain benefits....The US District Court 
of Bangor ignored the higher court’s 
findings. It avoided the central issue 
of activists’ rights to house the home¬ 
less. My right to effectively assist those 
about to be homeless is about to be 
trampled by an unconstitutional act of 
reinventing General Assistance laws to 
turn away those who are ELIGIBLE. 

Whether the government uses either 
an unconstitutional law, or an unconsti¬ 
tutional ACTION to frustrate this aim, 
the government must have a rational 
basis to chill or wipe out any Ameri¬ 
can’s rights. This question was not 
even asked by the Courts. Each of us 
has the right to any legal calling, which 
can be restricted only in a fair fashion, 
and only for the good of the public. 

The judge ruled, “If government 


in his prosecution and imprisonment 
have a vested interested in Whirl¬ 
pool’s Harbor Shores project? Some¬ 
body stands to make a lot of money. 

People of Benton Harbor found a 
voice in Reverend Pinkney. That’s his 
real crime. He dared speak out and 
organize against the profit schemes 
of the “mighty” Whirlpool Corpo¬ 
ration. When he led the successful 
recall vote of Commissioner Yar¬ 
brough, a staunch and key supporter 
of the Harbor Shores project, Whirl¬ 
pool’s plans were suddenly threatened. 

Yarbrough’s political machine im¬ 
mediately moved into action to overturn 
the recall vote and silence Reverend 
Pinkney. Today, Reverend Pinkney sits 
imprisoned, Commissioner Yarbrough 
remains in his seat of power, and plans 
for Harbor Shores remain on track. We 
surely do “live in a strange democracy.” 

“Free Reverend Pinkney” is sim¬ 
ply a call for justice in this “land of 
the free.” It is a call we hear in South¬ 
ern Illinois, and one we will answer. 

We, too, have faced the “cun¬ 
ning” Whirlpool. We lost that battle; 
I doubt it could have been won—cor- 


wasting valuable citizens’ time was a civ¬ 
il rights issue, everyone would be filing 
cases.” This equals a parent saying “Be¬ 
cause I said so,” and is just as arbitrary, not 
laws applied fairly as supposedly guar¬ 
anteed by the 5th and 14th Amendments. 

Us underpaid are denied the right to 
bring actions in AMERICAN courts and 
many remain uninformed of these tyran¬ 
nical acts. Yet, like Southern lynching 
of Blacks in the 1930s to late 1960s, our 
mainstream news has yet cover this liber¬ 
ty-robbing action. Through freedom-rob¬ 
bing actions, our courts are being closed 
to those who cannot afford a lawyer.,,, 

No matter how many theories of 
law, nor case law, was set forth in the 
complaint and legal papers, the chance 
to win of the party seeking enforcement 
of their civil right was next to null. The 
so-called Constitutionalists are judges 
who stick to the letter of the court pro¬ 
cedure, when it is easy for them. They 
eject self-represented cases, which 
might be heard if brought by an attor¬ 
ney. They eject Civil and Human Rights 
cases, with broad, stupid statements, 
as the US district courts and the Court 
of Appeal rejected Brown v. Board 
of Education in Topeka, Kansas.... 

Who tells Americans that our courts 
no longer protect minorities? It would 
have to be one of those minorities, as 
people of color, or the indigent. And 
they would learn this through improp¬ 
er dismissal of their valid cases. It is 
sure not going to be the corporations 



Whirlpool Headquarters, Benton 
Harbor, Michigan. 


PHOTO /PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 

porations have the law in their cor¬ 
ner. And as they scheme and fight to 
maximize their profits at our expense, 
they give no quarter. Expect none. 

A simple truth. When Whirlpool 
bought and abruptly closed the May¬ 
tag plant in Herrin, Illinois, throw¬ 
ing a 1,000 out of work, nobody did 
much beyond lip service. True, prob¬ 
ably not much could have been done 
at the time, given “property relations” 
in the U.S. Still, we could have tried. 


and government. It’s they, the power¬ 
ful, who benefit by the decisions of the 
Constitutionalist Quill. The powerful 
want to retain the status quo no matter 
how many human rights are violated.... 

I want my case heard upon its mer¬ 
its, not to have a lazy court wanting to 
clear its docket say “Lack of Standing.” 

Across the board, the Constitutional¬ 
ist Quill silently robs the poor and the 


That’s not true of Benton Harbor. 
The sound of cannon can be heard there. 
Already hard hit by robotics and glo¬ 
balization, now Whirlpool is trying to 
abscond, for a pittance, with some of 
the community’s most valuable public 
property for its private use (and profit). 

When Yarbrough was recalled by a 
democratic vote, the people of Benton 
Harbor had taken the offense. “The pow¬ 
ers that be” in Whirlpool’s pocket moved 
to take it back. By railroading and jail¬ 
ing Reverend Pinkney they hope to deny 
the people of Benton Harbor leadership. 
But these people are taking the fight right 
back at Whirlpool. Reverend Pinkney 
has now been nominated as the Green 
Party’s official candidate for Congress. 

These corporations, Whirlpool in¬ 
cluded, are like hogs at the trough, 
gorging themselves on the wealth 
we have created. It’s driving us into 
the ground. To stand up for Rever¬ 
end Pinkney, to stand with the people 
of Benton Harbor is to stand up for 
ourselves. When the Rally to “Free 
Reverend Pinkney” is rescheduled, 
Southern Illinois will be represented. 


women and men of all races of their 
God-given rights. Write a letter asking 
for “full rights to be heard” to US Court 
of Appeal, First Circuit, US Courthouse, 
1 Courthouse Way, Boston, MA 02210. 

To learn more, or help us speak 
out, write: Hospitality House Inc., 
PO Box 62, Hinckley, ME 04944. 


PHOTO/ISTOCKPHOTO.COM 



Doors, For The Poor, Are CLOSED 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR, 



Michigan Greens Nominate Pinkney 
for Congress 

“The Green Party of Michigan nominated jailed 
Benton Harbor community activist Rev. Edward 
Pinkney for Congress at the party’s 2008 Nominating 
Convention. Pinkney, paying a heavy price for his 
beliefs, will run for the 6th District seat now held by 
Fred Upton, scion of the family that founded Whirl¬ 
pool. Pinkney has opposed the corporation’s influence 
on local government and the plans of Whirlpool-led 
institutions to take Jean Klock Park away from the 
people of Benton Harbor for a golf course priced 
for the wealthy. Pinkney is one of thirteen Michigan 
Greens who will run for Congress, and 32 Green Par¬ 
ty of Michigan candidates in all. They will all join the 
Green Presidential ticket of former Congresswoman 
Cynthia McKinney and Rosa Clemente, founder of 
the National Hip-Hop Convention, on the November 
4 general-election ballot.” — John Anthony La 
Pietra, Elections Co-ordinator of the Green Party of 
Michigan and candidate for Calhoun County Clerk- 
Register. http://www.jalpForThePeople. org. 

Pastor Visits Pinkney 

“I was able to spend a couple hours with Rev. 
Pinkney at Hiawatha Correctional Facility. He seems 
in remarkably good spirits and utterly hopeful given 
what he’s been through. He sent greetings and ex¬ 
pressed gratitude for everything that people are doing 
on his behalf and on behalf of the continuing struggle 


FREE PINKNEY!! 

How You Can Help: 

1) Get big name people to sup¬ 
port Rev, Pinkney, 

2) Connect Benton Harbor with 
other redevelopment and envi¬ 
ronmental struggles. 

3) Send donations for the ap¬ 
peal to Pinkney Defense, 1940 
Union St., Benton Harbor, Ml 

49022. Call 269-925-0001 

4) Send letters or postcards supporting Rev. 
Pinkney’s application to the Parole Board to 
Michigan Dept, of Corrections, Office of the Pa¬ 
role Board, Pardons and Commutations Coordi¬ 
nator, Post Office Box 30003, Lansing, Ml 48909 

5) Visit BANCO website for for more information 
at bhbanco.blogspot.com/ 



in Berrien County. Acknowledging the pall of fear that 
hangs over Benton Harbor, he urged organizing and 
media work in a larger circle around the state. We also 
talked some about strategies for getting the word out 
in the wider religious community. He has a low se¬ 
curity classification which would ordinarily make him 
eligible for movement to a camp (or even downstate I 
would think), but he had seen paperwork with sentenc¬ 
ing designations from the judge which urged no spe¬ 
cial programs or privileges. I was grateful for the time 
with him and all the providences involved. I pass along 
his love and thanks and prayers.” — Bill Wylie-Keller- 
mann , Pastor ; St. Peter’s Episcopal Church , Detroit 

Take the Country Back from the 
Corporations! 

“A recent article in our local newspaper (The Battle 
Creek Enquirer) gave notice of a meeting for citizens 
to come and share their stories about how the “broken 
economy” is impacting their lives and the lives of their 
loved ones. It also stated that it is an opportunity to chal¬ 
lenge politicians to give credible answers to the coun¬ 
try’s economic problems. The closing sentence states: 
“Learn how to make candidates and elected officials 
more answerable to our concerns, not just the concerns 
of powerful special interests.” True that we often hear 
about problems and solutions during election season, 
but usually only in the context of “we politicians know 
all and solve all” without direct feedback from con¬ 
stituents or the mention of powerful special interests. 

I take this as a sign that more people are begin¬ 
ning to notice how wrong things are in our 
nation. You only have to look around to see 
signs of a failing economy especially in the 
Rust Belt. The data just released by the US 
government shows Michigan with a 14% 
unemployment rate and a declining income 
level. Every week notices are posted of jobs 
disappearing, some out of the state or coun¬ 
try, and some due to advanced technology. 
The unemployment rates released by the gov¬ 
ernment are lower than the real rates because 
it only reflects those eligible for benefits. 

For instance, Rev. Edward Pinkney says 
that Benton Harbor’s real unemployment rate 
is closer to 70%. This broken economy is more 
than poor sales of automobiles and houses and 
unemployment. It is about power brokers in 
our government making and interpreting the 
laws to benefit corporations above the interest 
of the average worker. There are news stories 
about large sums of money spent by corporate 



Justice Rally, Benton Harbor 
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interests, 
trial law¬ 
yers, ideo- 
logical 
groups and 
political 
partisans 
commit¬ 
ted to get 
a particu¬ 
lar judge 
elected 
across the 
Midwest. 

The sup¬ 
posed non-partisan races have become special issue 
races. Currently the corporate world reigns in getting 
their judicial candidates elected because they pour 
the most money into the various judicial elections. 

Whirlpool is a good example of special interests in¬ 
fluencing judges to rule in favor of the Harbor Shores 
project and against Rev. Pinkney, the most outspoken 
opponent of the project. My conversations with peo¬ 
ple from across the state when informed about Rev. 
Pinkney being sent to prison by Judge Wiley for quoting 
scripture replied that, more and more, they don’t trust 
the judges. The decisions that favor corporate interests 
make these judges richer and average citizens poorer. 

The gap between rich and poor continues to widen. 
Before the cost of living had crept up to unmanage¬ 
able levels for the poor and began to impact the middle 
class, the houses in my neighborhood quickly sold to 
young couples just starting out. Now the houses sit 
empty. It is not just the empty houses with for sale 
signs that are indicative of a down economy but so 
are the short tempers and arguments on front lawns 
about finances. It is the threat of cars being repos¬ 
sessed and agencies and churches being undulated 
with requests for help purchasing gasoline. When will 
things improve? Improvement will only come when 
the people take the country back from the corpora¬ 
tions!” — Pastor Mary Gault 

WRITE REV. PINKNEY at Hiawatha Correctional 
Facility; Rev. Edward Pinkney #294671; 4533 
Industrial Park Dr., Kincheloe, Ml 49786-0001 

Friends of Jean Klock Park 

“The Friends of Jean Klock Park were naturally disap¬ 
pointed by Judge Schofield’s decision to rule in favor 
of Harbor Shores. Even though we had the stronger 
case, we are not surprised that we didn’t get a fair 
hearing in Berrien County Court. We 
still believe in John and Carrie Klock’s 
intent that the park was to be used by 
the general public and don’t believe 
they would ever have contemplated that 
a golf course would be a “public park 
use.” But now the judge’s ruling has cre¬ 
ated a new opportunity for our case to be 
heard in the Michigan Court of Appeals. 
It is our hope that the Court will look 
at this case without bias and will rule 
that the Klock Land Trust and the 2004 
Consent Judgement must be enforced”. 

— Carol Drake 


THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 
NEEDS YOUR DONATIONS TO 
KEEP SPEAKING THE TRUTH! 
SEND TO: PT, PO BOX 3524, 
CHICAGO, IL 60654. CALL 
800-691-6888 TO ORDER 
BUNDLES OF PAPERS. 



















